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Destiny USA Receives Award at Syracuse Womenôs Commission Ceremony 

 
 
Syracuse, NY ï Today at the Syracuse Commission of Womenôs (SCW) 3rd Annual 
Womenôs History Month Luncheon, Melissa Perry, the Director of Sustainability at 
Destiny USA, received the SCW 2009 ñWomen Taking the Lead to Save Our Planetò 
Award. The award ceremony took place at the Empire Room on the New York State 
Fairgrounds. 
 
Highlighted from Perryôs career achievements at the ceremony included: negotiating 
with the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) for Destiny USA to become a model of 
environmental stewardship by implementing conservation and emission reduction 
programs to be implemented in the design, construction and operations of the facility; 
her work in co-authoring the application to the EPA and the Federal Treasury for 
Federal Green Bonds, resulting in a $1.036 billion allocation to be used for the projects 
large-scale demonstration of green building and renewable energy technologies; and 
ensuring the project meets the highest levels of the nationally recognized US Green 
Building Councilôs LEED certification standards.  
 
The luncheon featured keynote speaker, Deborah F. Stanley, President of the State 
University of New York at Oswego.  SUNY Oswegoôs ñGreener Degreeò program is 
training our future leaders for careers in the environmental field.  The Commission also 
honored Mayor Matthew Driscoll, County Executive Joanie Mahoney and women, youth 
and community groups in Central New York for their unique examples and contributions 
to creating an ñecoò friendly environment.   
 
Syracuse Commission for Women is an organization that was appointed by Mayor 
Matthew Driscoll in 2006 whose purpose is to realize the rights of women of all ages to 
equal opportunity and participation in the affairs of the community; to ensure women of 
all ages freedom from discrimination based on gender and to assure them of the 
benefits of equal opportunity and the full utilization of their talents to promote their 
educational, health, economic and social well-being.  
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Melissa A. Perry, Director of Sustainability for 

Destiny USA receiving her Award at the Syracuse 

Commission for Womenôs ñTaking the Lead to 

Save our Planetò Luncheon on March 24, 2009 


